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PRESS RELEASE  

Date: 25 January 2010 
 

Yorkshire soldiers get bunk up with new bedrooms 
 
Defence Estates(DE) has delivered top-notch accommodation for soldiers based in North 
Yorkshire with the completion of a new Single Living Accommodation (SLA) block. 
 
Working with specialist contractor Caledonian Building Systems, DE supplied the new 
building at Marne Barracks, Catterick, which is now home to around 70 soldiers. 
 
Caledonian built the accommodation block from modular units made at its factory in 
Newark, Nottinghamshire. These modules were then put together on site in double-quick 
time – just 12 weeks. 
 
This off-site construction solution was crucial to the project – allowing junior rank soldiers 
newly located at the barracks to move into their new bedrooms as quickly as possible. 
 
Major Karl Trevelyan, of 5th Regiment Royal Artillery, said: 
 

“The new accommodation supplied by Defence Estates for 5 Regiment Royal Artillery, 
has enabled soldiers currently deploying on operations in Afghanistan every 18 
months to have an excellent standard of accommodation with state-of-the-art services 
whilst in the UK.   
 
“It has also enabled the Regiment to guarantee soldiers a permanent home within 
Marne Barracks.  Before the provision of this superb facility our soldiers were forced to 
pack up their belonging prior to deploying with a guarantee that when they returned 
they would be accommodated somewhere else in the Barracks.” 

 
The new building also provides soldiers with shared common rooms, kitchenettes and utility 
rooms. Caledonian was awarded the contract to construct the two-story building and 
complete mechanical work, electrics, cladding, roofing and solar panels. 
 
It fills a need for additional accommodation at the barracks and has been built to the highest 
quality standards. Hot water is provided by solar heating, whilst insulated metal cladding 
and an aluminium standing sealed roof improve the building’s energy efficiency. 
 
More… 

http://www.mod.uk/DefenceEstates
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Marne-2 
 
Mike McCullagh, Project Manager at Defence Estates, said:  
 

“We were very impressed with the speed of delivery and the quality of the build. The 
new building has been well received, not only by the barracks but most importantly by 
the soldiers who it accommodates.” 

 
DE worked with its regional industry partner CarillionEnterprise to award the contract to 
Caledonian in early summer last year. 
 
Ian Kemp, Business Development Director at Caledonian, commented: 

 
“The off-site approach can reduce build programmes significantly. Work can be carried 
out on and off-site at the same time and common delays such as adverse weather can 
be avoided. Building off-site can also help improve sustainability, particularly in terms 
of recycled content, waste reduction and carbon efficiency.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ends  
 
Notes to Editors 

1. Defence Estates (DE) is part of the Ministry of Defence (MOD). It is responsible for 
managing and maintaining land and properties to meet the current and future needs 
of the MOD and personnel at home and abroad, and to support current operations.   

 
2. Our work includes providing, supporting and improving: operational units; single 

living and service family accommodation; training areas and historic military sites.  
Defence Estates actively manages these to ensure the needs of Defence are met, 
value for money is achieved, our heritage is protected and to achieve our 
environmental goals. 

 
More… 
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3. Caledonian Building Systems Ltd. is the UK subsidiary of Michigan-based Champion 

Enterprises, Inc. is a leader in factory-built construction, operating 23 manufacturing 
facilities in USA, Canada and the United Kingdom. The company specialises in steel 
framed modular construction of prisons, military accommodation buildings, hotels 
and residential buildings. Please visit http://www.cbuildings.co.uk for further 
information or contact Isobel Shayle on 01242 577 277  ishayle@camarguepr.com 

 
4. Regional Prime Contract Central (known as RPC Central) covers the Defence Estate 

in the North East and North West of England, Yorkshire and the Humber, the West 
Midlands and the whole of Wales. DE awarded the contract to CarillionEnterprise, a 
joint venture between Carillion and Enterprise, in November 2005 for an initial period 
of seven years. The contract provides for the delivery of capital works and property 
maintenance services - respectively known as ‘Core Works’ and ‘Core Services’ - at 
MOD establishments within RPC Central’s area of coverage. This includes built 
assets and a comprehensive range of infrastructure assets. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Further information: 
Press enquiries to Tony Moran, Senior Communications Officer 0121 311 3879  
or email tony.moran@de.mod.uk  
Defence Estates website: http://www.mod.uk/DefenceEstates   
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